
THE KENSINGTON SOCIETY
www.kensingtonsociety.org.uk

l . .=v+
I

-\ I 
 

 
 .r.'. '.':.:JI‘ ‘*  ‘, «.5 1‘ ~

’
_ _‘ __._‘ I- -of . -V. :1.‘*-1'51‘ . '..LL..

Kensington Palace from the Round Pond (Circa 1851)
Char'rman’s Report
We have had a very active six months
since the successful AGM in April.
However, before reporting on the
general activities I must report a few
changes.
Many of you will know of the sad and
sudden death of Ethne Rudd. Robin
Price gives his heartfelt feelings
further in this report. The other is to
note a change within the Executive
Committee.
Changes to the Committee
In May the Executive Committee
elected me as the Chairman of the
Society. Robin Price was proposed
and duly elected as Vice-Chairman.
The Committee warmlythankedRobin
for his work in steering the Society
into the new century and for his seven
years of dedication and hard work as
Chairman. He will be a very hard act
to follow. It is encouraging that he will
be by my side as Vice-President and
an active and sensible participant on
the Planning Committee.
The Executive Committee and
Robin, in particular, gratefully thank
Celia Rees-Jenkins for her work as
Vice-Chairman. Celia stays on the
committee and will continue with her
excellent work on the Kensington
Partnership.

Chairman. His expertise continues
to prove invaluable in these trying
times.
I will report fully within the AGM
Report on the activities for the
year, nevertheless, there are a few
important issues to cover you may
find important to know now.

Boris Johnson - NEW MAYOR
Boris Johnson's manifesto dealt with
many issues which are outside this
Society's remit but there are a few
issues to watch with interest. One of
thefirst thingsthe Mayor stopped was
the extension of the £25 Congestion
Chargelevyforhigh—emissionvehicles;
he has not removed the Congestion
Charge fully. In Septemberhe opened
a five-week consultation concerning
the western extension. This Society
sent email alerts to all members
asking for their participation. The
Executive Committee was divided on
their opinion and decided to abstain
from voting.
The Mayor's manifesto also promised
to halt the construction of tall
buildings. yet recently his actions
call into question this promise. In
August. the Mayor did not support the
2,700 objectors who opposed the 31-
storey tower withinthe redevelopment
of Queens Market in the London

Michael Bach is the new Planning Borough of Newham_ This may be a
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AGM
A date to put in your diary

The Annual General Meeting of
The Kensington Society will be
held on Tuesday, 28th April 2009
at 6.30 for 7.00, at the Maria As-
sumpta Centre. 23 Kensington
Square. London W8 5HN.
We are pleased to announce that
The Rt. Hon. Lord Hurd of West-
well, CH, CBE, PC will be our
speaker.
An agenda will be availableat the
meeting and it will also be posted
on our website in advance of the
meeting.

worrying signal to those opposed to
a tall building on the West Cromwell
Road site beside Tesco.
The Mayor indicated that he was
focusing more on affordable housing,
rather than requiring 50% affordable
housing on all sites above 10 units.
This society will watch with interest
how this will affect the sites along
Wawvick Road.
An area affecting Kensingtonhas been
the Government's encouragement of
small-scale residential development
in domestic gardens. The Mayor
proposes to make it harder to achieve
planning permission for the loss of
green spaces.
The Mayor, along withthisSociety and
many of its members.stronglyoppose
the third runway at Heathrow. We
can only hope that the Government
will listen to the growing opposition
from all quarters to this disastrous
scheme.
The Mayor announced that the
forgotten tributaries of the Thames,
buried centuries ago under London's
concrete, should be reopened. He
proposed the use of theold tributaries
as a way to revitalise thecity withmore
water features and open spaces. This
will be of interest to all those who live
along Counter’s Creek.
Amanda Frame, Chairman
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New P la n fo r the B o ro ug h

T he C ouncil is w riting a new pla n for
the B orough. lt w ill be a very diffe rent
plan to the curre nt one , w hich is es-
sentia lly a list of polic ies for assess ing
indiv idua l a pplications . Useful though
these a re - a nd they w ill mostly re ma in
- the big diffe rence is that the new
docume nt a s ks w hat so rt of pla ce do
w e w a nt the B orough to be a nd how do
w e w a nt to ha rne ss o r contro l the pre s-
s u re s w e fa c e .

T he S ociety we lcomes this - it is pla n-
ning for a change , w ith agreement
a bout w he re w e w a nt to go . C ase-by-
case regulation is not planning ahead
a nd it h a s n o t s e rv e d u s w e ll. lt c a n n o t

dea l w ith the pressures and sca le of
cha nge we are like ly to face . T he pres-
sures of the last 10 yea rs illustrate this
- w e have been drive n by a pplications
ra the r tha n be ing a ble to ma nage our
o w n f u tu re .

T he new Loca l Deve lopme nt F ra me-
s e e ks c o n s e n s u s a b o u t w h e re w e w a n t

to go a nd how we ma nage cha nge .
T h e c u rre n t c o n s u lta t io n o n th e v is io n

a nd stra tegy is just the sta rt .
^W hat kind of place do we w a nt to live
in? Do w e w a nt a w ide ra nge of loca l
faci lities ra the r tha n nothing but hous-
ing?
^ How do w e ma nage the future of our
shopping ce ntres to w ithsta nd compe-
tition from W hite C ity rathe r tha n just
d rift ?

^ Do we agree that the re should be
w idespread redeve lopment in North
Kens ington. The key questions a re : do
w e w a nt it a nd , if so , is it de liv e ra ble ?
 ̂ Do w e w a nt more ta ll buildings?
 ̂ lf th e E a rl's C o u rt E x h ib it io n C e n tre s

should be redeve loped , w hat should
 ta ke the ir pla ce ?
T he C ounc il's policy w ill be e la borated
in new S uppleme nta ry P lanning Docu-
me nts , such as ta ll buildings a nd sub-
te rra nea n deve lopme nt, on w hich the re
w ill be se pa rate cons ultation.
The S oc iety w ill be playing an active
role in try ing to shape this v is ion and
strategy and to get the deta ils right.

T he S ubte rra ne a n Deve lo pme nt
(A R UP ) P hase 1 S coping S tudy R e-
port was issued y the P lanning De-
partment on 30th J une 2008. W e
responded fully and thoroughly to
w hat w e cons ide red a poo rly con-
structed re port. T he S ubte rranea n
Development S coping S tudy S ched-
ule w as issued in A ugust. W e aga in
responded re-stating our disappoint-
m e nt w ith the re v ie w . T he C o u nc il

w ill issue draft S upple me nta ry P la n-
ning G uide line soon. W e a re not en-
couraged by the C ouncil's response
to our com me nts a nd a re c urre ntly
rev iew ing how to tackle the issue .

S trategic F lood R is k A ss ess ment
ln Februa ry, the Council issued the
S trategic F lood R isk A ssessment
(S F RA ). This informed us of the
B orough's policies which w ill be pa rt
of the P refe rred O ptions stage of the
C ore S trategy, to which we respond-
ed. W hile flooding from the T hames
was prope rly addressed, the re w as
s c a nt m e ntio n a nd no a c t io n no te d

w ith regards to surface wate r flood-
ing. W e have expressed our con-
c e rns to bo th the C o u nc il a nd H M G .

T he re is no ce ntra l coordinating body
empowered to produce a strategy. lf
surface wate r problems a re not ad-
dressed prope rly and soon it is highly
probable that there will be a repeat of
the J uly 2007 eve nt.

S o c ia l a nd C o m m u n ity U s es
W ith all the pressure from housing,
the re is re a l c o nc e rn tha t s ite s no

longer needed for a particular social
or community use should be ava il-
a b le fo r o the r m uc h-ne e d e d c o m m u-

nity uses rather than released for yet
more housing. The S ociety is , there-
fore , conce rned about the proposa ls
for P rincess Louise Hospita l s ite .

S uppleme ntary P la nning Doc ument
o n S u bte rra ne a n De v e lo p m e nt
A s most of you know, there have been
an unprecedented number of pla nning
applications for subte rranea n deve lop-
me nt ove r the last few years . T hese 'de-
velopments ' range from minor to la rge
base me nt exte ns ions up to 18 metres
in depth to accommodate sw imming
pools , ca r pa rks , c inemas a nd gymna-
s ia . T he Ke nsington S ociety, C he lsea
S ociety, and many loca l amenity socie-
ties asked for c lea r guide lines for these
'deve lopme nts '.

C e ntra l L ibra ry R efurb is hme nt
W e, al@ng with severa l other amenity
organisations and our members , have
expressed concerns over the refur-
bishme nt of the C e ntra l L ibra ry. A s the
schedule currently stands the Centra l
L ibrary on Horton S treet will close J uly
2009 and reopen in November 2010.
W e hav e met w ith the H e a d of L ibra ry
S e rv ic e a nd the lib ra ria n fo r the L o c a l
S tudies and L ibra ry S e rv ice . The Lo-
c a l S tud ie s s e c tio n w ill be in a de d i-
cated space located on the lower leve l
immediately below the new south en-
tra nc e . W e ha v e be e n re a s s u re d tha t
afte r the refurbis hme nt a ll existing lo-
c a l s tud ie s m a te ria l w ill be re ins ta te d .
Access to key materia ls will be avail-
able during the refurbishment at the
C helsea Library. lf you are aware of
any information that may be required
w ithin the next tw o yea rs please con-
ta c t the L o c a l S tud ie s L ib ra ria n .

W a rw ic k R o a d S it e s a n d
T e s c o T o w e r

The C ounc il produced a maste rpla n
for four s ites a long W a rw ick R oad
n o rth o f C ro m w e ll R o a d to e n s u re

that togethe r they produce a highe r
qua lity deve lopme nt w ith ope n space
a nd soc ia l fa c ilitie s . T he S oc iety w a s ,
a nd still is , co nce rne d that the pla n-
ning brief encouraged very high den-
s ities and ta lle r buildings , w hich w ill
re s u lte d in ta ll b la nd b lo c ks w h ic h f ill

the "permitted" enve lopes . T he Tesco
s ite , w hich invo lv ed a 300-foot tow e r
above the ca rpa rk, w as refused and
the C ounc il ha s proposed a new
brief. The S oc iety is conce rned that
the C ounc il is still e ncouraging a v e ry
high density deve lopment w ith ve ry
ta ll buildings .

E s tate A ge nt B oa rds
The S ociety has supported R B KC 's
dec is ion to w rite to the S ec reta ry of
S ta te fo r C o m m u_nitie s a nd L oc a l G ov -
ernment seekind anArticle 7 Direction
to restrict estate agents ' boa rds . The
re s tric tio n w ill be fo r a ll c o ns e rv a tio n
a re a s no rth of H o lla nd P a rk A v e n ue /
Notting Hill G ate and in a ll areas south
of Holla nd P a rk Ave nue/Notting H ill
G ate for the next ten yea rs . W e awa it
the S ecreta ry of S tate 's decis ion.
M i c h a e l B a c h

C h a irm a n

K ensington S ocie ty
P lannmg C ommi(tee

O f f ic e s

Offices , espec ia lly for sma ll bus i-
ne s s e s , a re e s s e ntia l to the e co no-
my of the B orough and need to be
spread throughout the B orough,
w hereas la rge-scale office deve lop-
me nts need to be ve ry c lose to tube
stations . T he S ociety is conce rned
a bo ut th e lo s s o f s m a ll o ffic e s to

housing and the development of
la rge office deve lopments in areas
w ith poor public transport. T he new
plan needs to address this urgently.

5 h e C o m m o n w e a lt h ln s t it u te s ite
in Kens ington High S treet aw a iting
a n e w u s e .

c9rs. t
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T h e
C o m m o n w e a J t h J n s t i t u t e
(n o w T h e P a r a b o Ja )
C he ls f ie ld P a rt n e rs a nd llc h e s te r

E state have appointed inte rnationa l
a rc h ite c ts O M A - th e O ffic e o f M e t-

ropolitan Architects - to design resi-
dentia l replacements for the 1970's
administration buildings seconda ry to
T he P a ra b o la . W e w o u ld a ll w e lc o m e

distinguished mode rn replace me nts
competent in des ign and he ight w ith
th e ir u n u s u a l c o n te x t .

w h o m w e w o u ld a ll w e lc o m e o n th is
s e n s it iv e s it e .

W e s h a re th e re s e rv a tio n s o f th e

F rie nds of Holla nd P a rk ove r the pref-
e rence for pe rmeability betw ee n Hol-
la n d P a rk a n d T h e P a ra bo la a s s ta te d

in the LDF P la nning B rief. P e rmea bil-

W e n o te th a t a t ra w l fo r th e fu tu re o c -

cupants of The P a rabola has been
in it ia te d w ith th e is s u e o f a w e ll-d e -

s igned and attractive descriptive bro-
chure by C he lsfie ld and that inte rest is
being displayed by at least one body

ity of s ight-lines , yes . B ut permeabil-
ity to access , no. S ensitiv ity for the
P a rk a t time s of c los ure m ust be pa ra -
mount a nd w e doubt the practica lity of
a c c e s s a t o th e r t im e s f ro m T h e P a ra b -

ola giv ing into the highly active sports
ground of the S outh Law n. S ome lim-
ited access may be poss ible , depend-
e nt on good des ign a nd agreeme nt
w ith a ll th e s ta k e h o ld e rs .

W e continue to w a tch this s pa ce
V i c a r a g e G a t e

U P C O M l N G E V E N T S F O R 2 0 0 8 a n d 2 0 0 9

To reserve a place , please send cheques for each event to
T he K e ns ingto n S oc iety
c/o M rs G F o ley
3 4 K e ls o P la c e
L O N D O N W 8 5 Q P

Cheques are to be payable to The Kensington S ociety. P lease enclose a self
addressed enve lope and give your contact te lephone number.
Tickets w ill be sent giv ing full instructions . G uests a re a lways we lcome at any
o f th e s e e v e n ts .

C a r e H o m e s a g a
T he seven-year saga of court action,
counte r action, a nd hea rings before
H .M . P lanning lnspectors continues .
Members may reca ll that the High
Court J udge , while curiously fa iling to
comment on change of use (the nub
of the matte r) , orde red a new hearing
before H .M . P lanning lnspector. T hat
w as due to sta rt on 9 S e pte mbe r 2008
but, due to the illne ss of the ins pe cto r,
it is now de layed until 25 Nove mber.
T he R oya l B orough w ill aga in be
represented by S enior C ounse l, w ith
representations from C llr. C hristophe r
B uckma ste r for the V ica rage G ate A c-
tion G roup, res idents of his W a rd, a nd
inde e d a ll of us , fro m the C ounc il, a nd
from othe rs , including the Ke ns ington
S ociety. W e are a ll firm in our v iew that
change of use sh@uld not be gra nted,
a nd w e be lie v e th a t w e ha v e a s o lid

basis for the hope that justice w ill fi-
na lly be done . W e rema in extremely
grateful to the Council for taking up
the case , by no means inexpens ive-
ly, on beha lf of res idents , and C llr.
B uckmaste r for re pre se nting our ca se
throughout in a maste rly, pe rsuas ive ,
a nd compre he ns ive ma nne r.
R o b in P r i c e

Tuesday, 4th November O8 Draper's Hall, Throgmorton Ave, E C2N 2DQ
This Livery Company has an unbroken history of over 600 years of existence .
W e s ha ll see a fine C o lle ction of w orks of a rt a nd v is it the s ilve r va ults during
out tour of the build ing .
M e e t a t th e a b o v e a d d re s s a t 10 .5 0a m fo r l 1a m to u r                                                       E 10 p e r p erson

Tuesday, 20th J anuary 2009 Houses of Parliament, S W 1
J oin our S ociety's V ice P resident, Genera l, the Lord R amsbotham, for a tour
of the key areas including The C hambers of the Lords and Commons, The
Q ueen's R obing R oom a nd W estminste r Ha ll.
M e e t a f th e P e e r 's E n tra n c e a t 10 .3 0a m

E t h n e R u d d

Membe rs w ill a lready have hea rd w ith
great sadness a nd w ith a persona l
s e ns e o f lo s s o f E th n e R ud d 's d e a th

in ea rly J uly, at the age of 79.

                                                     E l 5 p er person

W ednesday,13th May, 2009 E ton College and S av ill G arden, W indsor
E ton was founded by Henry V l in 1440. There w ill be a tour of the historic
buildings including S chool Yard, Lower & Upper S chools, College Hall, Clois-
te rs , a nd M use um of E ton L ife .
Followed by a visit to the S avill Garden for lunch at the Garden Cafe (at own
expense)i and a guided tour of the fine woodland & ornamental garden. A riot
of colour from Aza leas , R hododendrons , C a me llias & Magnolias , plus forma l
gardens of long herbaceous borde rs .
Depart by coach 9.45am Kensington S quare W 8 E37 per person

                                                         E l 5 p er p erson

Tuesday, 17th March 2009 L inley, 60 P imlico Road, S W 1
Lord Linley is a designer and manufacturer of bespoke furniture with dramatic
use of inla id woods . A lso, upholstery and inte rior design products known for
the ir neoclassica l appearance . W e sha ll v is it the studio and shop followed by
te a .

M e e f a t a bove a ddre ss a t 3pm

Monday 15th December 2008 at 7pm The Carmelite Church
The Mayor's Charity C hristmas Carols Kens ington Church S treet W 8
followed by wine and mince pies in the Mayor's P a rlour.
T ickets E 20, a ll w e lcome - for tic kets ca ll O20 7361 2431 or mav_ormrbkc.aov.uk
Celebrity readers include -Betty Boothroyd, J oanna David, S ebastian Faulks,
J eremy P axman, R uth Rendell, Diana R igg, Colin S almon & Carol Thatcher
A ll proceeds to the Multiple S clerosis Trust.
For details of the Mayor's fundraising events in 2008/O9 for the Multrple S cle-
rosis Trust go to www.mstrust.or .uWrbkcma or

A s the e v e r-c he e rfu l, e bullie nt, a nd
w onde rfully active Honora ry S ecre-
ta ry of the Kens ington S oc iety 1995
- 2007, she w as ve ry much its pub-
lic fa ce , a ro le w hic h s he huge ly e n-
joyed .
E thne de s c ribe d he rs e lf a s a 'do e r' ,
a nd she gave he rse lf unse lfishly a nd
unstintingly to her ma ny tasks , of
w hic h the K e ns ington S oc iety w a s
only one . S he was great to work w ith,
w a rm , chee rful, fun, pra ctica l, w ith a
splendid sense of the ridiculous , and
in he r ow n inimita ble , ge ne rous , a nd
sometime s fo rmida ble w ay, a tre me n-
d o u s s u c c e s s o r to th e re d o u b ta b le

G ay C hristia nse n.
W e have a lready rece ived donations
in he r me mory , a nd in due course
th e E x e c u t iv e C o m m itte e w ill d e c id e
w h e re b e s t to d ire c t th e m .

T his is necessa rily a brief a nd pe r-
sona l notice . A full a pprec ia tion w ill
a ppea r in the Ke ns ington S oc iety 's
A nnua l R e port for 2008. Mea nw hile
w e registe r and sha re our loss w ith
the S ociety, w ith Ke ns ington at la rge ,
a nd of course w ith he r fa mily.
R o b in P r i c e .

3



4

ii

ro JOIN
Please return this membershipapplication form, with your Banker's Order
or cheque, to:
The MembershipSecretary, The Kensington Society,
clo 2 Campden HillCourt, Observatory Gardens. London W8 7HX

Annual individualsubscription (minimum £15.00) E
Donation g
Total

,
£

Name 8. Title (Mr, Mrs, Ms, Title)
Address

Postcode:
Telephone:
My E-mailaddress is:
l agree to be contacted by E-mail

. 
Banker’s Order "'

Please immediatelypay Barclaysgank plc, Kensington (20-47-34) to the
credit of The Kjbnoingto Society’(70519138)my indivdual subscription, as
above, and continue t -same on 1st January annually until further notice.

Bank Name:
BankAddress: -

Bank Postcode:
Account holder(s) Name(s):
Account Number: Sortcode - -

Signature:
Date:
 

Gift Aid
I am a UK tax payer and i would like the Kensington Society to reclaim the
tax on any qualifying subscriptions andlor donations made by me since 6th
April 2000 or for six years, until further notice. I confirm that I have paid an
amount of UK income or capital gains tax equal to any tax re-claimed.
Signature:
Date:

Executive Committee
Amanda Frame Chairman
Robin Price Vice-Chairman
Anthony Lee Hon Treasurer& Licensing
Loveday Waymouth Hon Secretary
Michael Bach Chairman, Planning, Environment & Traffic
Angela Darwin Membership Secretary
Gill Foley Events
Charles Lutyens Gambling Policy
Celia Rees-Jenkins OBE K&C Partnership
George Wightman
Dianne Gabitass
Emma Juhasz Editor, Annual Report

Membership
Subscriptions Increase
The Executive Committee voted in
July 2008 to increase the annual
membership subscription to £15.00,
effective immediately, with all annual
renewals to be increased as from 1st
January 2009.
Withinthisnewsletter is a separate no-
tice to enable you to make the change
in good time, if you pay by Banker's
Order, because you will need to ask
your Bank to amend the amount cur-
rently paid by your existing Standing
Order from £10 to £15.
If you now pay by cheque and would
prefer to pay by Banker's Order, the
Society's Membership Application
Form (which should be returned to the
MembershipSecretary when complet-
ed) provides for this and is enclosed
for your convenience.
If you wish to pay your subscription
of E15 by cheque, please send the
cheque to the Membership Secretary
with the enclosed form, having filled in
your name and address.
If you have not already signed the Gift
Aid form, we would greatly appreciate
it if you would take this opportunity to
do so.

Angela Darwin,
Membership Secretary

Please help us to keep in
touch withyou
We often find that there are times
when we would like to consult with
you or advise you on public consul-
tations, such the recent Congestion
Charge consultation by the Mayor of
London, Boris Johnson.
If you have access to email, please
send an email to:

Emails@kensingtonsociety.com
stating ‘this is my address’ and giving
your name; we do not divulge person-
al E-mail addresses and theywill only
be used for keeping you informed.
Our website, containing much informa-
tion about the Society, and enabling
us to give you up to date information
between issues of this Newsletter, is
at:

www.knin n i .r.uk
The layout of this newsletterwas com-
posed by David Campion:
david.campion@kensingtonsgciety.com

and the printing was undertaken by
Prontaprint Notting Hill Gate

The Kensington Society - Registered Charity Number267778


