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D.C.L.

A

Description of

THE BOROUGH ARMS
The Royal Borough received its grant of armorial bearinss on
May 23rd, 1901. The heraldic descrìption is as follows,l "- --

Motto:

"Quid Nobis Ardui"
("Nothing is too difficult for us")
À

I

.1'.

IMPERIAL INSTITUTE
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ANNUAL GENERÄL MEETING
The^ Annual General Meeting was held at the Kensington
fown ffaU on December 12th, ß55, with the President, Lord
Gorell, in the Chair'
The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 1954 were
read by the Secretary, and approved.
The approval of the Report and Accounts was mov-ed -by
Dr. Stephen Pasmore 4nd seõonded by Mr. E. Norman-Butler,
and approved.

The confirmation of the re-election of the Officers of

the

Society and the Executive Committee was proposed, seconded,
and approved.
A motion of thanks to the Secretary for her energy and ability
was moved by Colonel Crosfield and unanimously adopted.- The
Society also iecorded its thanks to the Hon. Auditors, Messrs.
Wright, Stevens & Lloyd.
The meeting was followed by a lecture by Sir Harold Kenyon,
Vice-President oi the Society, on ihe "Early History of Kensington'"

of the scheme for the céntral site will be followed
as originally planned. Although the Society deplores the
destruction of the main Collcutt building in view of its archiremainder

tectural value and historical importance, it considers that the
latest scheme retaining the tower is preferable to the original
scheme which involved the

total destruction of the building.

The Public Meeting was mentioned several times in the House of
Lords Debate on 13th March on the Imperial Institute, and
Mr. Stanley Hamp, the Architect, formerly a partner to Coll-

cutt, who designed the building as a memorial of

Queen

Victoria's Jubilee, has congratulated the Kensington Society
on "its great work for which all future and present generations
will be grateful."
Steet Lighting. The relighting of Kensington is under consideration by the Kensington Borough Council, and it is felt that
this is a matter in which the Society should concern itself.
Sir Hugh Casson has proposed that the different types of
lanterns and posts might be put on show in the Town Hall
and that suggestions should be made as to which types should
be erected in which streets. The following letter from the
Town Clerk was received by the Secretary:Dear Mrs. Christiansen,
Street Lighting

With reference to your letter of July 3lst,

1956,

I

am instructed to inform you that when the Council reach
the stage of considering any definite proposals regarding
the type and style of lamp standard to be adopted for
the proposed improvement of street lighting in the borough,
the interest of your Society in the matter will be borne
in mind.

Yours sincerely,
(Sgd.) J. Waring Sainsbury,
Town Clerk.
30, Kensington Square. The Society has supported the National
Trust in restoring this house to private occupation.

Point Block Flats in Holland Park. The Society is continuing to
oppose the building of "skyscraper" flats on the grounds that
many frne trees would be lost and the height of the blocks
would be out of proportion to the other buildings in that

part of the High Street.
Refuse Collectíng. A large number of members of the Society
have complained that the dustbins are only emptied once
weekly, as compared with twice or three times in other Boroughs.
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The Secret!¡ry has passed on this complaint to the Kensington
Borough Council and has received the following reply:-

Dear Madam,
I duly submitted your letter of July 3lst, 1956,
regarding the refuse removal services, to the Council's
Works Committee at their last meeting.
The Committee directed me to state that u/hilst special
arrangements are made for the removal of refuse from
hospitals, shopping areas and similar places, they are
unable at present to see their way to recommend the
Council to make any alteration in the frequency of collection of refuse from resi< ential premises.
The general position will remain under constant
reyiew by the Committee.
Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) J. Waring Sainsbury,
Town Clerk.
St. Mary Abbots Terrace. Members of the Society have asked if
anything can be done to have the Te¡race preserved, but we
are informed that
as luxury flats.

it

has long been scheduled

for development

No. l, Palace Green. Messrs. Clutton, Agents for Crown Lands,
informed the Society that this house ls to be converted into
flats. The Victoria and Albert Museum are dealing with the
Burne-Jones tiles and the William Morris panelling.
New

lublig Library. A preliminary sketch of the design by
Mr. Vincent Harris, R.4., for the new Central Libraiy has
been ma4e public. The Executive Committee of the Sóciety
are of the majority opinion that it is rather dull and uninspiring, but they are not at present in favour of a protest
_

by the Society.

Site. The Kensington Borough Council received
a deputation of residents whr objected to the loss of amenities
which would be caused by the proposed development of this
site, but were told that there wás no valid planning objection
to be made. The Society has been in touch with ihe L.C.C.
concerning the development of the site and has obtained an
assurance that as many trees as possible will be retained to
preserve its present rural aspect.

Pembroke Lodge

the Borough on the subject, and it has been decided to set
up a Tree Group, consisting of Alderman Francis Carter,
Mrs. R. E. S. Cornwallis Gubbins and Mr. M. Hayman, with
Mr. Begley acting as Secretary, to help in these matters.
Contact is being maintained with the Parks Department
of the L.C.C., and one result of this has been the placing of
a Preservation Order on a large Chestnut in Norland Square,
which wps in danger of injudicious lopping, or even felling.
The Society has decided to donate nine trees to be planted
in Ladbroke Road, North Kensington, and three in South
End Village.
Questions have also arisen during the past few months
in connection with Pembroke Square, Campden Hill, Holland
House, Cornwall Gardens, and St. Mary Abbots's churchyard.
Members are reminded that irreparable damage to a tree
can be done by thoughtless or uninstructed action but that,
given timely inforrnation, the Society can frequently offer
advice which will lead to the end desired being achieved without
ruining something which may have taken generations to mature.
(Sgd.) W. W. Begley.
In this connection it was felt that the Metropolitan Parks
and Gardens Association would be of assistance and the
Society is now affiliated with that Association.

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD GROUP
The Group has little to record, the members for various reasons
not having been able to do very much. However, Miss Elizabeth
Bennett has taken a series of excellent photographs of the interior

and exterior of the Imperial Institute.

The Annual Subscription to The Kensington Society covers
membership of the Photographic Group and new members will be
gladly welcomed.

(Sgd.) C. G. Boxall.

RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENCY

Tree Group. A number of letters on questions relating to trees,
both on the public highway and in private gardens and forecourts, has been received, indicating considerable interest in
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. pq.__C^raigr_of the Ministry

F'UTURE ARRANGEMENTS
October 9th, 1956.

A lecture by Sir Hugh Casson, entitled "Beauty in

Danger,"

at Kensington Town Hall, W.8, at 8.0 p.m.
Chairman: Sir Martyn Beckett.

February l9th.
A lecture by Mr. Christopher Hollis, Author and Broadcaster.

'

October 24th.

entitled

Preservation Officer, entitled "The Truth About Trees," at Queen Elizabeth College,
Campden Hill Road, W.8, at 8.0 p m
Chairman: Alderman Carter.

November 17th.

of St. Mary Abbots Church, W.8, by Miss
Members please meet at the entrance at 2.30 p.m.

lecture tour

Judith
December

Scott.

College,

Chairman: Lo¡d Conesford.

March 4th.

lectu
entitled
B_oT9r,g
College
A

November 8th.
A lecture by Mr. George Williams, of the Council of Industrial

Design, entitled "Design of Street Furniture," at Queen
Elizabeth College, Campden Hill Road, W.8, at 8.0 p.m.
Chairman: Mr. J. Richards, Commissioner of the Royal
Fine Art Commission.

"G. K., Chesterton," at Queen Elizabeth
Hill Road, W.8, at 8.0 f.m.

Campden

A lecture by Mr. L. W. Lane, Tree

A

of Works, will give a lecture

entitled "Our Heritage of Historic Houses.;'

opolitan Water Board,
Supply to the RoyaÍ

at- eueen Elizabóth

8.0 p.m.

Chairman: Comdr. E. \Mallis.

March 25th.
Miss H. Lowenthal, Senior Lecturer of The Victoria and
Albert Museum, will kindly receive members at the Main
Entrance of the Yictoria and Albert Museum at 2.30 p.m.
She will conduct them through some of the Galleries and
give a talk on "English Porcelain."

April l5th.

llth.

Mr. W. A. Eden, Senior Officer of the Historic Building
Section of the Architects Department, L.C.C., win give ã
lecture on "I{olland House," at the Town Hall, W-.8, at

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the Town Hall,
Kensington High Street, W.8, at 6.0 p.m.

Chairman: Sir Harold Kenyon, M.B.E., J.P.
The meeting will be followed by a lecture by Mr. David Green,
entitled "Henry Wise of Kensington and the Formal Garden."
Chairman: Mr. C. H. Gibbs-Smith.

8.0 p.m.
Chairman: Lady Peplar.

January 3rd, 1957.

Mr. Howard Marion-Crawford, Actor and

OTHER NEWS

Broadcaster, will

give a Reading at Leighton House, Holland Park Road, W.14,

at 8.0 p.m.

Chairman: Sir Patrick Barry.

Membership

of the Society now

stands

at

504.

Incr

Februøry 4th-9th.

An exhibition illustrating the work of the Historic Buildings
Council for England, and Ministry of Works, will be held at
The Odeon Theatre, Kensington High Street, W.8.
The exhibition will be opened by His Worship the Mayor
of Kensington, at 2.30 p.m., on February 4th, and remain
open daily from 2.0-6.0 p.m., until February 9th.
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We hope you will continue to give the Society your support.

Christmas Cards. Christmas Cards from last year will be sold at
3d. each. The new card illustrated on page 4 is price 4d.
The Secretary would welcome volunteers for selling cards.
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Units. The Appeals Secretary has expressed gratitude for the response to their appeal from members of the
Kensington Society.
The Society is affiliated to the Central Council of Civic Societies,
the London Society, and the Metropolitan Parks and Gardens

Family Service

RULES OF THE KENSINGTON SOCIETY

l.

The name of the Society shall be The Kensington Society.

Association.
be appreciated if letters requiring an answer were accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope;
The Society is still anxious to hear from members interested in
the formation of a History Group.

It would

Extra copies of this Report may be obtained from the Hon.
Secretary, price 2s.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our lecturers,
our hosts, and our hosteises for making our lectures and
and visits so successful, and, in particular, the Rank Organisation, for their kindness in putting their large reception room at
the Odeon Theatre, Kensington High Street, at our disposal
for the Historic Buildings Exhibition.
The following list of suggested names for commemoration plaques
was sent to the L.C.C. The Society would be pleased to
receive,from members further suggestions of notable residents
worthy of commemoration.
Sir Sidney Lee-108, Lexham Gardens, 189l-1926.
Andrew Lang-l, Marloes Road, 1888-1912.
William Horsley-I, High Row, Kensington Church

3. Members. Members shall be Life or Ordinary.
4. Sybggy4tlons. _
minimum subscription
of f,10 10s. O
ay a minimum annual
subscription of
lst October each year.
5. The Council. The Council shall consist of not more than
thirty members. They shall be elected by the
Committee.

Executive

6.

The

7.

The Executive Conimittee, The Executive Committee shall

_O_fficq,s. The Officers of the Society shall be the president,
the Vice-Presidents, the Hon. Secretary ánd the Hon. Treasureì.

Street,1823-1858.

Thomas Sidney Cooper, R.A.--42, Chepstow Villas,
1868-1902.

Viscount Allenby-24, Wetherby Gardens, 1926-1934.
Ugo Fosulo-l9, Edwardes Square, l8l9-9 months.
Lloyd George-z,Addison Road, W.14, 1928-1937.

A Quorum of the Executive Committee shall consist of
not less than five members.
Not less than three Executive Committee Meetings shall
be convened in any one year.

The Observer, April, 1956, in a series of articles under the heading
"Eyesores," describes how Government departments and local

authorities are wrecking our urban and rural landscape, and
"But a great deal can be done by local residents,
who, if they protest loudly enough, can often achieve more
than they expect, particularly if they are well organised among
themselves. The Council for the Preservation of Rural England,

comments

and local associations in cities, such as the Kensington Society,
have done much to prevent major atrocities."

10.

he Exec

eligible
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the
the

duly signed by a proposer and seconder, within 14 days of
the date of the Annual General Meeting. If more nominations
are received than there are vacancies, voting shall be by ballot

il.

at the Annual General Meeting.
Alterations of Rules. No rule shall be altered or revoked
except at a General Meeting of the Society. No motion shall
be dèemed carried unless it has been agreed to by not less
than two-thirds of those present and voting.

PUBLIC MEETING

to discuss the preservation of
THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE
held on MoNoAY, M¡,ncn l2rø, 1956

12.

Tnn Rr. HoN. Lono M¡rnunN rN THE Cn¡.rn
Executive Committee thereon.

l

+
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Tlrr Cnarnu.a.N: I regret to say that owing to a heavy cold
H.R.H. Princess Alice is unable to be here. I have also to express
regret that my "Big White Chief," the President of the Royal
Academy, Sir Albert Richardson, cannot be here this evening,
and it has fallen to my lot to act as his son. I am afraid you will
find that I am a very inferior creature compared to him, but I shall
do my best, encouraged by the thought that we have met here on
no trivial account, but to protest in the strongest possible terms
against the present intention of Her Majesty's Government to
demolish the Imperial Institute in order to make way for a building,
the detailed plan and elevation of which have not yet been made
public, which will be an extension of the Imperial College of
Science and Technology.
It is of course true that a first block design was exhibited
at the Royal Academy last summer, but this is all that you and I,
the public, have had officially. As a result of this exhibit, the
Kensington Society sent a letter to The Times stating the Society's
concern about the proposed redevelopment scheme. The outcome,
I understand, was an invitation from the Rector of the Imperial
College of Science and Technology, who offered to receive representatives of the Kensington Society to see the plans. Little
information was given, and the detailed plans at that time were
being considered by the Royal Fine Art Commission.
The Society had no further information until the Press release
on January 28th last. The Society then approached the Member
of Parliament for South Kensington, Sir Patrick Spens, who, I
regret to say, cannot be here to-night owing to another engagement.
He arranged to receive a deputation at the House of Commons.
The members were sympathetically received, and it was quickly
agreed that the comparative sacritce in floor space which would
be involved by the Imperial College would not justify the destruction
of a building which has such historic significance, as well as beauty
of its own. I understand that the Society has been continuously
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in touch witl the Royal Fine Art Commission and other interested
bodies.

historically and even scenically valuable. It would not require
genius to incorporate Collcutt's building in any new scheme, I
know of no comparable building with comparable accommodation.
It could be adapted to almost any use in the hands of a sympathetic
architect, and there is any amount of space north, east and west
of the building itself.
We have with us this afternoon a formidable list of distinguished
who are here to give you the history of the building and
to say things which we sincerely hope will penetrate to those primarily
responsible for this unenlightened decision and rescue this building
speakers

from their cloven clutch.
John Betjeman is too well known to require introduction,
but perhaps I should say, as a fellow member of the Royal Fine
Art Commission, that he was a member of the Committee which
we appointed to discuss this niatter with the authorities, so that
he is extremely well versed in the subject. We are very pleased
to have with us Sir Hugh Casson, who was Director of Architecture
for the Festival of Britain. It is a very happy augury that he
should be here to support this protest meeting. I do not take too
seriously the remark of a correspondent, writing to The Times from
Bedford Square, that his tribute, with others, must be regarded
as a kind of generous obituary notice.

Lord Mottistone, who will also speak, has been a champion
in the House of Lords of the preservation of buildings of historic
interest. For many years he and I have fought on the same side.
He is also an eminent architect and Chairman of the Council of
the London Society. In Mr. Stanley Hamp we have an eminent
architect who was articled to Thomas Collcutt and later became
his partner. In Mr. Hamp's letter to the Sunday Times of 4th
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March, when the very fine drawing which we have here was reproduced, he commented on the possibilities of the interior economy
of Collcutt's main block, and I hope that he will tell us more about
that this evening. Lord Ogmore, who is also with us, is to-morrow,
with Lord Mottistone, initiating a discussion in the House of Lords
on this very subject. We are also glad to welcome Mr. Hitchcock,
from the United States of America. (Applause.) He is a great
authority on Victorian architecture and what he has to say will
interest us enormously. Finally, we have with us to-night
Mr. A. S. G. Butler, F.R.I.B.A., the author of a well-known book
on the architecture of the late Sir Edwin Lutyens.
Mn. JonN Bsr¡nrvrlN: It is a great honour to be asked to be
associated with this meeting, and it is a great honour to the Imperial
Institute that there are so many people here, you, the people of
Kensington and the members of the Kensington Society, who are
here in its defence. Fancy architecture bringing a crowd into a
town hall at a rather inconvenient hour at a time of traffic blocks !
It is a great tribute.

-+ 17 +

In

I

I

Let me begin by quoting Tennyson:
". . . some Imperial Institute, rich in symbol, in ornament
which may speak to the centuries aftei us,
Of this great ceremonial, and this year of the jubilee."
The great success of the Colonial and Indian Exhibition of

I

I
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1887 Queen Victoria laid the foundation stone of the building.

The architect selected to put this conception of Tennyson's intã
stone was Thomas Collcutt, and we have his partner, Mr. Stanley
Hamp, with us to-night, as the Chairman has mentioned. I should

only_ Christian kind of architecture, and people regretted that
St. Paul's had been built in the style of a pagan templé.

building is the Town Hall at Vy'akefield, with its wonderful oblong
tower, one ofthe few successful oblong towers that I have ever seen.
The Committee which selected his design consisted of the Earl
of Carnarvon, Lord Herschell, Lord Leighton, R.A., Sir Frederick
Abel and Alfred Waterhouse, then President of the R.I.B.A. You
probably know Waterhoi¡se's maxim. "In designing,". he said,
"make your plan first and your skyline next, and then fill in." That
is a very sound piece of advice, as we shall realise when we think
of some of the blocks of flats which have arisen on Roehampton
Common. The unsuccessful competitors were Sir Arthur Blomteld-we may well say "Thank goodness!" the Royal College of
Music, which is going to be carefully preserved, was his-Sir Thomas
Jackson, Sir Aston Webb, Sir Thomas Deane and Rowand Anderson.
Collcutt was never knighted by the Queen
he Prince of Wales by insisting on putting
ich the Prince of Wales did not want, but

f3,500,000 and Ê4,000,000. The landlords of the site were, and
still are, the Commissioners of the 1851 Exhibition. I do not
know who they are; they must be dear old men. They have been
consulted about what it is proposed to do, but have not liked to
say anything yet. I feel certain that what they will want is a very
good price for the site if the building is to be destroyed, because
they have to keep up.the British School at Athens, which I think
may need repair!
If you stand at the top of the tower of the Imperial Institute,
you can see the whole lay-out of the scheme. The Albert Memorial
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appears as though it were a spire on the dome of the Albert Hall,
exactly in a straightline; turning round, you will find that the tower
is exactly halfway between the twin towers of Waterhouse's Natural
he south. It is all part of a grandly concerted
hall at the back of the building was never

Hist
sche
com
the

are those which

it

has

to consider.

It did not believe

that

it

was

exhibition buildings on the ground level at

mporary.

One half of the building was let

in

1899 to London University,

and they used the great hall for examinations. Originally, Loid
Ogmore tells me, they used part of the block for administration,

That is

th

of the
of its

There are othe
and yet others,
nificent work.
been

can tell
vision

in the min

Kensingt
of this mighty
I hear the ten
of the

I prefer to think
of the campanile,
a. great agè, and

whiðh havé

to

be

of the Warburg Library on the doors in British Railways lettering.
We can understand that there can be a certain resentment about

During and since the.last war many buildings of architectural
merit have been listed for preservation. The Chairman has told
us that he could not find out whether the Imperial Institute was
so listed. I have inquired about that, and Mr. Goodhart-Rendal
told me that the listers had no idea that the building was in danger,
or, of course, they would have put it on the list. I imagine that
the Houses of Parliament are not listed either!

snared by the false argument that if we have an Imperial Institute
we cannot have any scientists.

M
here
the Im
Hamp

good thing that Mr. Hamp
he was not the architect oT
Collcutt's partner, and Mr.
irs of that glory.

is

Much
John Betje

in a letter
venomous
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is one of the few big examples of definitely British imperial architecture, just as Lutyen's Viceroy's House at Delhi, that superb
palace, is another. Both fearlessly express with some exuberance
our delight and our pride in our Dominions, and now it is proposed
to pull down that one which most pointedly commemorates this
attitude to Empire. It is strange to find such a lack of perception
in a Conservative Government. (Appløuse.)
We shall probably all agree that this is not a battle of styles
such as raged in the last century. Probably the new building is
a fine design in the modern idiom. Vy'e have not seen it, but we
must be fair and give the man a chance! All modern buildings
are not horrid; even I, an Edwardian relic, like Peter Jones's
emporium much better than all the other buildings surrounding
Sloane Square. This technological block, however, may look a bit
odd when it has replaced what is the heart, and more or less the
soul, of a big group of Victorian monuments. Perhaps it would
be better to clear away everything on the site, stuffed animals and all

!

Mr. Hamp cannot but feel deeply grieved and angry, just as
saw my best building in London destroyed by the
Germans. There is no difference at all. (Applause.) This is a

I did when I

creative art, and if one has spent months of labour and sweat and
tears on a design which is a delight to oneself and to other people
when it is carried out, and then a Government-any Government
it up, more or less in one's lifetime, what is the good
-smashes
of going on trying to be a good architect, or, to use a rather vulgar
but snappy modern phrase, "What the hell?"

SIn HucH CrssoN: I should first of all like to say, as a member
of the Kensington Society, how very proud we are to see such an
enormous crowd here this evening. It must be rather encouraging
to those'political colleagues of mine on the platform-I hope they
will not take offence at the description-who must consider themselves very fortunate that they can command an audience as large
as this on a political question. It is gratifying to an architect and
to all those of us who are interested in architecture to see so many
people here who are obviously interested in their surroundings.
It is a particular tribute to the Kensington Society that we
are all gathered here in aid of a building which is in Westminster.
I do not suppose that Westminster has a society of this kind. We
have Lord Mottistone, the Chairman of the London Society, here,
and I hope that he will set one on foot soon, because Westminsier
has a lot of buildings which it ought to worry about, including
the Imperial Institute.
There are three reasons, I think, for the preservation of this
building: historical, ethical and architectural. I am not qualified
at all to speak on the first two, and only in a minor way on the
third, but I have been rather horrified or saddened by the silence
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which has followed the announcement of the impending destruction
of the Imperial Institute on the part of authorities that one would
expect to be the first to spring to its defence. I do not know who
these authorities are. It may be that as the Empire disintegrates
the authorities disintegrate as well. There is the Royal Empire
Society. I do not know what it does, but it exists, and I have
seen no protest from the Royal Empire Society and no protests
from other organisations of that sort. There may be a ¡eason for
it, but it is a pity that they have remained silent.
Most of the protests have come from the architectural side,
on which I should like to say a few words. My only real qualifrcation to speak to you is that I have the melancholy distinction of
being the first refugee from the Imperial Institute site. Until about
four months ago I was lucky enough to have a small offce on the
south-west corner of the Imperial Institute site, between the Norman
Shaw house and the Imperial Institute, and I could see the Institute

building from my window. About six months ago they started
lopping off the site at the north-west corner, and I was pushed
out into the street and had to leave. I tell this story because if
any of you think that this matter is not urgent you are making
a great mistake. Building is in fact going on no\ry on the north-west
corner. It already threatens the famous Norman Shaw house on
the south-west corner, which I believe the Government has agreed
to retain, and there is another Norman Shaw house further up
which many people think is of equal distinction, and I think we
should urge that this also should be saved from demolition.
Mr. Betjeman said he did not know who the 1851 Commissioners
were. I believe that they are all in the Cabinet, and as the Cabinet
presumably takes the decision, it can say "We will now ask the
Commission whether we can destroy the.Institute," and then, as
the Commissioners, they agree. The Cabinet then says "We now
have the Commission's agreement and can go ahead." Whether
that is true or not I do not know, but I suspect that it is.
I should also like to reinforce Mr. Betjeman's remarks about
the way in which the Imperial Institute administration keeps its
part of the building. The director wrote to the Royal College not
long ago to say that he was seriously worried by the fact that one
or two contemporary light fittings-contemporary, that is, with
the Institute-were missing in the corridors; he found himself
unable to replace them, and did not want to spoil the look of the
surroundings by having one fitting which was out of character.
'We
did our best to find a manufacturer who was able to provide
what was wanted. That shows the right spirit, and should be
applauded

here.

(Applause.)

I

feel more strongly about the campanile than about the
building. I should like to keep both, but if one of them has to
go I would keep the campanile, because London has so few spires.
No one has the money to build them nowadays; it is very difficult
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to find people who will put up the money to build a spire which
cannot be let as office space, and so we are gradually losing the
spires and spikes which are the most exciting part of London's
skyline.

It may be that this particular site is the best available for the
expansion which is contemplated. We must give the Government
credit for not necessarily being barbarians. Because someone is

it does not necessarily mean that he is half-witted,
though it is difficult to believe it. Tñe members of the Cabinet
have probably given this matter a great deal of thought. If this
site must be used, I would ask them to consider a suggestion which
a Cabinet Minister

probably be next on the list for demolition; it seems hardly worth
while going home! Between Cromwell Road and the Albert Hall
there is a very remarkable area which is cut right in half by a very
wide road which is used for the parking of coaches, which could
easily be made

into a pedestrian way for the student to wander

about on without any risk of being run over.
I would not put up much of a fight for the Victoria and Albert
Museum, and I am not crazy about the Natural History Museum,
though I might fight for it a little; but the Imperial Institute is,
I feel, something worth fighting for, and the fact that so many
of you are here and agree is extremely encouraging.

Mn. Sr¡,NrBy H¡lvrp: I am going to ask you two questions,
hope that many of you will be able to answer them. Before
doing so, I should like to say how inspired I have been by what
we have heard this evening and by what I have seen in the Press.
I have a feeling, however, that we have been talking all the time
about aesthetics, and if we do that to Parliament or to the Cabinet
and

I

we shall be told "Be more realistic and more practical, or we shall
not listen to you." That is a very important fact which we have
to face. We have to be practical, and in some ways economics
must come into the consideration of this subject.
The facts, as I see them, are these. So far, nobody has seen
the scheme which is proposed. How on earth can the public or
any body of people express a view unless they are shown what is
going to be put on the site? There must be a public inquiry at
which all the facts are exposed and the general public is given a
fair chance to unde¡stand the situation. At the present time, how
many of you have seen what is proposed? We may tell you what
we think it is, but we have not seen the scheme. We must do so.
If we are going to fight this, we must fight it to the end, and
the first question which I want to ask is this: have the Government
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or any authority power to pull down a national building which has
been paid for by the people in the Colonies, in India and in this
country, without having shown to the public generally what they
are going to do? That is a most important question. We must
not be bullied into accepting something which we know nothing
about.

The next question is this. We are told that the site is too
it is necessary to pull down this national
building, constructed at great cost, in order to use the area on
which it stands. Is it possible to imagine anything more fantastic,
when we know perfectly well that there is an area at the back of
the site almost as large as is occupied by this building? It is occupied
by the Royal College of Music, a building which we could pull
down with the greatest pleasure, and there we should have the lãnd
which is wanted. If they want more land, they must go to the other
side of Queen's Gate and the other side of Exhibition Road. There
is no reason why they should not do that, instead of pulling down
a building which is a heritage of this nation, put up as a tribute
to a great occasion and in honour of a great Queen.
Are we going to submit to its destruction? I say No; we must
fight and stop it. I remember Mr. Collcutt talking to me about
this when he went in for. the competition. He told me that the
only two buildings on the whole of that big site which had to be
retained were the Albert Hall and the Natural History Museum,
and that he could put his building where he liked. He said "I
realised that those two buildings form an axial line from north to
south, and I decided to put my building on the centre of the axial
line and have a tower which would dominate everything and form
a fine composition." He also said that all round these buildings
the land was to be left open for trees and lawns and fountaini,
making a pleasure garden and something which would be a joy
to the people of Kensington. That is what should have been done.
small and that therefore

I

say

that

udied their programme

from the right
or of building
this nation, an

sense

of town planning

be a great heritage for
oversea countries.
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principal floor and the two upper floors which could be used for
libraries, or even for laboratories. There are laboratories there
now, but with inadequate fittings; if properly designed and equipped,
they could be very fine. That, however, is a matter for the Ministry

of Education.

I should like to conclude by saying how glad I am to see such
a latge audience here. I am sure that the influence you can bring
to bear will be tremendous. God help us in our fight!
Mn. Hrrcncocr: As an outsider, I should like to begin by
saying how much I agree with the planning considerations which
Mr. Hamp has brought out. It is obvious that the area between
the Albert Hall and the Natural History Museum has been excessively
over-built in the years since the Imperial Institute itself was built.
It is fantastic to plan to put anything more on that area, particularly
as across Exhibition Road there is property round Princes Gardens
which is almost derelict, and which would provide, with the gardens
themselves, a splendid and far finer site than that proposed by the
closing off of the road in front of the Exhibition buildings. I also
agree with the ethical considerations which have been mentioned.
I believe, however, that the reason I am here is to say a few
words to you about the place of the Imperial Institute as a building
in the history of nineteenth century architecture not alone in Great
B¡itain but in the world. The architecture of this country in the
last quarter of the nineteenth century is not particularly popular
here to-day, yet those were decades when English architecture was
peculiarly influential on the world at large. That was particularly
true, it must be admitted, of the private architecture rather than
the monumental architecture of that period. The private architecture was recognised throughout the world as offering leadership
and guidance which were followed by the rest of the world. Sir
Hugh has mentioned the fine houses by Norman Shaw in the same
area and the hope that they may be preserved. A curious fact
about this period in Britain, however, is that it did not produce
much monumental public architecture. Mr. Betjeman has reminded
me of something which I had forgotten, the building in Wakefleld
by Collcutt. In London itself I can think of only one other public
civil building-I will leave to Mr. Betjeman the question of chu¡ches
in the same period, and that is by Norman Shaw, the
-produced
New Scotland Yard.
If I think of European architecture as a whole in the eighties,
I cannot think of any public building of the quality of the Imperial

I

city.
years
exactl

trlended_to emu_late, I

ssor myself, and having taught for three
s Institute of Technology, which is an
tion and one which I understand it is
recall that the M.I.T., which began in the

City of Boston, had to move out across the river. ThaT seems to
sensible thing to do in this case.

tþe really courageous and
Tg
(Applause.)

Institute as representative of that time. I can-but here I may be
prejudiced, being an American-think of two public buildings in
America of that decade, the Allegheny County Court House in
Pittsburgh by H. H. Richardson, our greatest architect of the
nineteenth century, and the Boston Public Library, by his pupils
McKim, Mead and White. Those two buildings, I think, are in
the same high category as the Imperial Institute.
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announcement to the Press, so that I hope that the Press will not
mind if, so to speak, I get there first. You will see it in the papers
to-morrow, and it offers us a ray of hope. It reads as follows:"Imperial College. Before reaching any final conclusions
on the development of the Imperial College, the Town Planning
Committee resolved that there should be further discussions
regarding the manifold implications of the scheme between the
Architect of the Council and the developers. It was indicated

that

it

have_spoken this evening, and

I

should like to put one other point
in passing but whictr is my- own

ryligh- they have only mentioned
chief interest in this problem.

might well be advisable to initiate discussions at a

higher level."

That means that not everyone is going to take this lying down,
and I think that that is splendid.
I have only one or two points to add to the excellent remarks
which have been made already. No one has yet referred to the
sheer and incredible waste of throwing away this magniûcent
building. (Applause.) What on earth can the Government be
thinking of at this time of all times, in the middle of the "squeeze,"
to throw away at least f,4,000,000 on the scrap-heap? It is not
as if the building was old. We all tend to speak of it as if it were
older than it really is, but it is only seven years older than I am.
I know that I am getting on, but I am not a building, and a building
of sixty-three is in the prime of life. It is grotesque to pull it
down at this stage.
The other point which I want to make has already been touched
on. There is a suggestion that because a new building in the
present mode will be put up all round it, it will be out of place
and should be destroyed. It may seem out of place to some people,
but that is no reason for destroying it. It is quite probable that
its jewel-like quality may be enhanced by the stark blocks surrounding it. In any case the fact that it will not go with its
surroundings is no reason for destroying a building. Let me give
you an exact parallel. Let us suppose that some of us decided
to club together and buy what we regarded as a very beautiful

picture, say a picture by a Pre-Raphaelite, and let us suppose that
we decided to give it on permanent loan to the National Gallery,
but we had not a frame for it, and so we asked them to arrange
for a f¡ame. What would we think if a short time after that we
received from them this message: "We have found a suitable frame
for your picture, but when we put the picture in it we found that
it did not fit. We have therefore destroyed your picture, and I
am sure you will be delighted to know that we have put in its place
a very good modern painting." That is, as I say, an exact parallel.
I have a personal reason for being interested in the Imperial
Institute of which I was unaware until a short time ago. My father
fired the first shot on the miniature range which was built under
the Imperial Institute, and it was a bull's eye. I cannot necessarily
emulate that, but I and all of us who are trying to save this building
will aim as carefully as we can!
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country.

also. In the cinema, films of the Commonwealth are shown and
for people here to learn something about
their fellow-citizens in othei countries.
provirþ__an opportunity

arranged for the building of this new structure. you can see that
we.are likely. to_be in Never-never Land. Do any of us really
believe that, in these days of stringency, any Goveinment in thii
country is going to spend f5,000,000 ón buying a large site and
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to industrialists not to put up new buildings, and that was the
Government's policy for the supprgssion of inflation, and should
be implemented by the Government itself. If the Imperial Institute

over
lack
fellcj

be done. People from
ed and disgusted at the
of this country of their

disgrace that while the
people of t
Peace and in w_ay,
the Commonwealth
ànd are so
even when
Ple of this countrY
knowledge of them.
take so littl
This is one of the few places in the whole of the United Kingdom
where it is possible to bbtain knowledge of what is being done in

the other countries of the Commonwealth. I can assure you, as
a member of one of the Houses of Parliament, that in both Houses
there are many members who feel this very strongly and who will
fight in the lait ditch to preserve the work of this great Institute'
The meeting was then thrown open to general discussion.
Institute
A lady who said tha
on about
for forty years suggested
niversity,
the maintênance of the b

the floor and was now ruined by ink-stains.
intended for the enjoyment and use of the
r have been handed over to the university'
A member of the audience, who said that he had returned to
this country after many years abroad, mentioned that while backbencherS on both sides of the House had protested against the
the Imperial Institute, an ominous silence
by both front benches. Silence by the
h was understandable, in view of the fact
that the Government were committed to the scheme, while on the
part of the Opposition it must be due to the fact that it was their
þarty which trâ¿ trie¿ to destroy the Empire, and 1vþ9 therefore
ielt ihat the building belonged to the past and should be allowed

to

disappear.

omist from Ceylon, said that the
Institute in order to erect a science

the policy of the Chancellor of

n. Mr. Macmillan had apPealed
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were to be treated in this way the same policy would be followed
elsewhere in the country where science institutes were needed, and
it would mean doing every job twice over. There was nothing
to prevent proposals being made to pull down the British Museum
to make room for the expansion of London University. It was
true that there was a desperate need for science buildings, but they
should be erected on vacant land. Science consisted of many
departments which had no necessary connection with each other,
so that the Imperial College of Science need not be housed in one
giant building, but could if necessary be accommodated in twenty-five
separate buildings in different parts of London.
The pulling down of the building would mean the end of the
Imperial Institute, because if any suggestion were made for the
erection of a new building for the Institute it would at once be pointed
out that that was an inflationary action. There was no country
in Europe with a greater shortage of public buildings than Great
Britain. Failure to deal with inflation would lead to the collapse

of the whole plan to provide more science institutes, because it
would ruin the country. We therefore proposed the following
resolution:"That this meeting expresses the view that the destruction

of the building of the Imperial Institute or of any other serviceable building in use by a public institution is contrary to the
declared policy of the Chancellor of the Exchequer for comóating inflation, because it must inevitably give rise to additional
new buildings for the re-housing of the displaced public
institution; and that the extensions to the Imperial College of
Science should be built upon vacant land."
The resolution was seconded, and it was agreed, with Mr. Holsinger's consent, that it should be put to the vote after the official
resolution on the subject had been voted upon.
A member of the audience referred to the regret expressed by
Sir Hugh Casson that no Empire organisation had objected to the
proposal. The League of Empire Loyalists, which the speaker
represented, had in fact done so and had written to the editor of
a great national newspaper on the subject, but the editor had
declined

to print the letter.

Another member of the audience asked whether the Imperial
Institute building had been scheduled under the Town and Country
Planning Act as a building of historic or architectural interest
which should be preserved and, ifit had been so scheduled, inquired
what had been the reaction of the Minister to the proposal.

Mn. G¡rntox, replying to the question at the invitation of the
Chairman, said that the building had been included in the suryey
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of the City

een made

of Section

for the purposes

ey, owing to departmèntal
It had been the intention

difficulties,

of the Ministry to record the Imperial Institute as a building of
special architectural interest. (Appløuse.)

Tne

CHÄJnÀ{ÀN,

in view of the lateness of the hour, closed the
Mr. Austen Hall to move a resolution.

discussion by calling upon

Mn. H. Ausr¡N H,q.r,r, accordingly moved, and Mns. Cnnrsn¡,xfollowing resolution:-

sBN seconded, the

Another speaker said that those who loved London as he did

coul
they
they

If

why

ntry

favo

Mn. DnNvs SurroN suggested that the Committee and the
Kensington Society should get into touch with bodies such as
the Royal Empire Society on the imperial aspect of the matter,
and with architectural bodies in the Dominions and Colonies. The
peoples of those Dominions and Colonies having subscribed for
the erection of the building in the past, there might be many of
their descendants, he said, who would take the matter up with

Tne CHA.rntrAN put the resolution to the vote, and declared
carried with only a very small minority against.
He then put the resolution proposed by Mr. Holsinger, which
was also carried.
The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Chairman,
which was carried by acclamation.

it

their respective Parliaments and Governments to see that representations were made in London. The previous speaker had asked
what their children would think of the destruction of the Imperial
Institute. He had had a letter from his daughter, aged ûfteen,
that morning, writing from her school to say: "I see in the paper
that there is to be a meeting. I hope you will go along and stop
them pulling down the Institute." He suggested that a Committee
of those interested, in liaison with the Kensington Society, should
take the matter up. If no solution was reached in the House of
Lords, what was to be done? There would have to be a continuation of the protests. Sustained protests often gained their
object, and continuous pressure and logical argument would defeat

the misplaced enthusiasm of those who wished to destroy the
Institute.

Mns. CnnlsrrANsEN said that the Society had been in touch

with the Royal Empire Society and had invited their representatives
to attend the present meeting, but they had said that they did
not wish to intervene.

Tn¡ CneInueN suggested that the Kensington Society should
take up Mr. Sutton's suggestion and forrn a Committee, co-opting
one or two people on to the Committee and working through it.
A speaker who said that he had spent much of his life in the
Dominions and Colonies in the service of the Crown observed that
to him the Imperial Institute was first and foremost a symbol of
loyalty. He was sure that there were hundreds of thousands of
Her Majesty's subjects who were resident in this country or who
visited it who would bitterly regret the destruction of the building
on those grounds. That point ofview should be forcibly expressed,
whether or not the matter was taken up by the Royal Empire
Society, because the honour of this country was at stake. (Applause.)
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THE KENS¡NGTON SOCIETY STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS. YEAR 1955.5ó
t9s4lss rNcoME
!s.d.f,s.d.
1954155 EXPENDITURE Ê s. d. f, s.
Ê Balance at lst October, 1955
f Coach Visits226
brought forward
333 4 It
Net Cost of Hire Meals,
6
etc.
.. 2 7 9
Subscriptions-

3l

Life Subscriptions

Annual Subscriptions
Tax Recovered-Deeds of

279

Covenant

London Meetings-

1050
259 t9 0
_313

2

1718

7

2',73

Other Incoine--

Profit on Sale of Christmas
Cards

28

Interest on Bank Deposit
.Account . .

I
0

27 5
510

Interest on Post Office

Savings Bank Account

5

t,

è

t7

48
l7
78
6l

2

3

257

0

15

+

9

Net Cost of Halls, Chairs,

etc.
Advertising..
Printing, Typing and
Stationery
PostagesandTelephoneCalls
Subscriptions
Bank Charges and Cheque
Books ..
Legal Fees ..
Cost of Organising Public
Meeting for Imperial
Institute
..

Repairs and Renovations of
Monuments

PlantingTrees

Photographic Record Group
Expenses

SundryExpenses

7l 9 6
14 9 6
9'l l7 3
71 5 ll
3 2 0
4 0 0
1l 0 0
6l 12 0
5 5

0

5 0

0

8

333 Balance at 30th September, 1956

Martin's Bank LimitedCurrent Account . .

f.632

r.570

d.

9

I

f.570

11

.. 46 7
DepositAccount..
t 1l 4
Post Office Savings Bank-347
219 ll 3
Stock of Christmas Cards
17 10 0 285 O 2
r.$2 9 I
'1

We have prepared the above Account from the Books and Vouchers kept by Martin's Bank Ltd., Ke¡sington Branch,
and certify it to be in accordance therewith.
Nonron Housr, LaunENcr PouNrNny Hrr,r,,
LoNooN, E.C.4.
WRIGHT, STEVENS & LLOYD,

l9th

October,1956,

Chartered Accountants,
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